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Issue 93 | 2 March 2023 
Elected Members Update 
for local MPs, MSPs and Councillors			


This update is part of our on-going commitment to keep elected members informed of the latest developments at NHS Fife that may be of interest to you and your constituents. 
[bookmark: _Hlk76450974]We would also encourage you to regularly visit and refer your constituents for the latest news and updates from NHS Fife on our website: or follow us on our social media channels. 
Enquiries
To ensure accurate and timely responses from NHS Fife, all enquiries from elected members should be directed to the NHS Fife Chief Executive Office for response and co-ordination at fife.chiefexecutive@nhs.scot. Members are politely reminded not to approach services or individual members of staff directly for responses. 
Main updates
National treatment centre opening to patients
Our new National Treatment Centre – Fife Orthopaedics is scheduled to welcome its first patients on Monday the 20th of March, subject to NHS Assure. Initial appointments have been issued and staff are looking forward to receiving the first patients later this month, with an official formal opening to be confirmed in due course. The state-of-the-art facility will provide outpatient, inpatients, and short-stay ward areas, as well as a three-theatre surgical complex. More information on the National Treatment Centre can be found here.
NHS Fife lifechangers
As part of or ongoing efforts to support recruitment, we have commenced a third series of our NHS Fife Lifechanger social media campaign. The campaign profiles staff from across the organisation to position NHS Fife as an attractive, innovative, and supportive employer, which provides an important work-life balance. The campaign has been well received and garnered significant engagement, with the latest series being viewed over 175,000 times since its launch on the 17th of February. An example of the campaign can be found here.
Specialist bladder and bowel nurse appointed to national forum
Specialist bladder and bowel nurse, Lisa Jones, has been appointed bladder and bowel link nurse by the Royal College of Nursing. Lisa, who has more than a decade of experience in caring for older adults in community wards, specialising in dementia care, takes up her role on the Bowel Forum. The forum is aimed at improving outcomes for all people experiencing bladder and bowel dysfunction.
Volunteers required for local pharmacy committee
We are looking for volunteers to join the Pharmacy Practices Committee. The committee considers applications for new community pharmacy contracts and public representatives are being sought to offer an additional perspective. More information on the role and its responsibilities can be viewed here.
Women’s swimming club established for mental health patients in Kirkcaldy
Lia Robinson and Megan Crombie wanted to see more being done for women’s mental
Our community mental health team have started a women’s swimming club in Kirkcaldy.
Lia Robinson and Megan Crombie are the driving force behind the initiative, which started earlier this month and runs throughout March. Run in partnership with Wheatley Care and Fife Leisure, the club is open to patients who are currently receiving treatment under the Kirkcaldy mental health team or are users of the Wheatley Care Contact Centre. More information is available here.
Pain medicines patient safety programme
We’re encouraging people who are suffering from long-term pain, or who care for someone who does, to help us build on our understanding of pain and its management. Our confidential online survey can be found here. 
Guided self-help service
We’re promoting a new service to support people experiencing milder mental health difficulties, such as low mood, anxiety, panic, or sleep difficulties, that could benefit from a self-help approach. The service is not counselling or therapy but focusses on how various issues can affect a person’s life. More information is available here.
Dental services reminder
If any constituents are experiencing dental issues, they should contact the dental practice they are registered with in the first instance. If they are registered with a dentist, they should call the Dental Advice Line on 01592 226555. Outside normal working hours, if a constituent has a dental emergency, they should call NHS 24 on 111. More information on dental services is available here.
Covid vaccination
The online vaccination portal remains open for those who are eligible to book their appointment. They can also book an appointment by calling 0800 030 8013. 
Drop-in sessions are also being provided across Fife, where appointments are not required. The latest information on these sessions can be found here. 
The latest information on local vaccination more generally, including flu immunisation, can be found here. 
Sharing our messages
We appreciate the support of elected members in sharing our health messages and note that you have already been engaging with the topics we have suggested on social media - we are grateful for your support.
Help us to help you keep your constituents informed 
NHS Fife would ask our elective representatives to share our regular updates and guidance via their own channels of communications with their constituents. By supporting us you can help to ensure that we can reach as many people as possible across Fife in a timely manner. 
Accessible information and translation 
NHS Fife continues to provide interpreting and translation services for patients despite there being no face-to-face interpretation currently. These assets and further information can be found here.

All Information correct at time of publishing. Issued by the communications team.
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